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DETAILED ACTION 
Amendment 

1 . Response to amendment filed 4/17/2008. Claim 1 has been amended. Claims 2 
and 15 have been canceled. Claims 17-48 are withdrawn. Claims 1, 3-14, and 
16 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 3-14, and 16 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(e) the invention was described in- 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent; or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in 
the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application 
filed under the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects for the purposes of this subsection of 
an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United States and 
was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English. 

4. Claims 1, 5, and 7-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Ahmad et al, US Patent # 6263507. 

With regard to claim 1 , Ahmad discloses: 
A method comprising: 

displaying a first television program on a video screen to a user, said first 
television program comprising a segment (Figure 2B, item 213 and column 17, 
lines 1-3; Ahmad discloses displaying a video segment of a news program on a 
screen) 
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changing the first television program segment to a second television program 
segment in response to a user selection (Figure 2B, item 216 and column 15, 
lines 43-45; Ahmad discloses control buttons that the user can select to change 
which news story is displayed), whereupon the video screen comprises a window 
region continuing to display an indication of the first television program segment 
simultaneously in a main program screen with the second television program 
segment (Figure 2B, item 212 and column 16, lines 26-54; Ahmad discloses a 
window region that displays a GUI of several subdivided rows, each depicting a 
separate news program; Ahmad further discloses that shows that have already 
been viewed can be marked, such as to shade them a particular color, therefore, 
an indicator of a first program would remain on the screen when the video has 
been switched to a second program); and 

modifying what is displayed to the user in the window region when the first 
television program segment is complete (Figure 2B, item 212 and column 16, 
lines 43-54; Ahmad disclose shading shows that have already been viewed a 
separate color, indicating that the user has finished viewing them) 

With regard to claim 5, Ahmad discloses the method of claim 1 in that he 
discloses a first television program segment. Ahmad further discloses that the 
segment may be an advertisement (column 16, lines 31-35; Ahmad specifically 
describes that the segments may be an advertisement segment that is separated 
from another segment, for example a news story). 
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With regard to claim 7, Ahmad discloses the method of claim 1 in that he 
discloses a second television program segment. He further discloses that the 
segment may comprise access to the internet (column 19, line 62 - column 20, 
line 15; Ahmad discloses that the source of the programs can be from the 
internet, i.e. the second television program segment can be a segment obtained 
from the internet, which corresponds to accessing the internet). 

With regard to claim 8, Ahmad discloses the method of claim 1 in that he 
discloses a second television program segment displayed to the user. Ahmad 
further discloses that the second program segment can be a regularly received 
television channel on the video screen (Figure 2B, item 212, and column 21, 
lines 10-16; Ahmad clearly illustrates program segments from CNN and NBC, etc 
can be specified by the user) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 3, and 9-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ahmad in view of Alonso et al, US Patent # 61 84878, hereafter Alonso. 
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With regard to claim 3, Ahmad discloses the method of claim 1 in that he 
discloses a window region that indicates a first television program segment. 
Ahmad fails to disclose that the region is a banner displaying products and/or 
services. 

In an analogous art, Alonso describes a system that can display web 
pages using a set top terminal. Moreover, Alonso describes that the system can 
receive and display advertising banners (column 7, lines 31-35; Alonso 
specifically mentions that a head-end can send banner messages to a subscriber 
to be displayed via the set top terminal on the screen). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to add the feature of Alonso of sending and displaying banner 
advertisements to a user and displaying them on the screen to the system of 
Ahmad that displays information about a video in a separate window that the 
video is playing in. The advantage of doing so would have been to advertise 
products/services to a user that relates to the video he is watching. 

With regard to claims 9-10, Ahmad describes the method of claim 1 in that 
he discloses a window region that displays information about a video playing in 
another window region. Ahmad fails to disclose that the first region contains a 
link, wherein said link is to a web page (as specified in claim 10). 

Alonso does describe a window region of a display screen that displays a 
menu of hypertext links that invokes web pages upon request (column 4, line 64 
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- column 5, line 15; Alonso specifically discloses an embodiment in which a user 
displays a menu of links, that are used to request a www page). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to add the feature of Alonso of webpage access via a link to the 
system of Ahmad that displays information about a video program. The 
advantage would have been to allow the user access to the internet in order to 
see desired content related to a show he is watching. 

7. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ahmad in 
view of Alexander et al, US Patent # 61 77931 , hereafter Alexander. 

With regard to claim 4, Ahmad discloses the method of claim 1 in that he 
discloses a window region that displays information about a video segment. 
Ahmad fails to disclose that the window region displays a thumbnail commercial 
(defined by the applicant as a commercial in a small window region. 

Alexander does disclose this feature (Figure 1 , item 14 and column 3, 
lines 8-10; Alexander specifically discloses a small window (1/9th the screen 
size) that displays a commercial advertisement). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the system of Ahmad with the feature of Alexander to include 
a thumbnail commercial. The advantage would have been to advertise 
products/services to the user while viewing programming). 
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8. Claims 6, and 11-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ahmad in view of Reynolds et al, US Patent # 6934963, hereafter Reynolds. 

With regard to claim 6, Ahmad discloses the method of claim 1 in that he 
discloses displaying information in a region of the screen about a segment (which 
could be a commercial, as described in the claim 5 rejection) that is playing in 
another region of the screen. Ahmad fails to disclose that the information is a 
banner that is indicative of the product being advertised during a commercial. 

Reynolds does disclose displaying a banner consisting of a supplemental 
advertisement in a region of the screen that is separate from the region that is 
playing a commercial for the same product (Figure 9b, item 910 and column 16, 
line 64 - column 17, line 2). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to add the feature of displaying a banner that advertises a product that 
is being promoted during a commercial in another region of the screen as taught 
by Reynolds to the system as taught by Ahmad that displays information about a 
program (which could be a commercial) in a separate region of the screen. The 
advantage would have the ability of the user to order the product as taught by 
Reynolds. 

With regard to claim 11, Ahmad discloses broadcasting a first video 
program signal, said first video program comprising a segment (column 11, lines 
31-40; Ahmad describes the information source can be a television news 
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broadcast; column 9, lines 25-30; Ahmad describes that the system allows the 
user to move between the segments of information) 

receiving a user input to change the first video program signal to a second video 
program signal (Figure 2B, item 216 and column 15, lines 43-45; Ahmad 
discloses control buttons that the user can select to change which news story is 
displayed) 

providing additional signal information representative of the first video program 
signal to be displayed in a window on a video screen while simultaneously 
displaying information other than second video program signal in response to the 
input (Figure 2B, item 214 and column 18, lines 52-66; Ahmad clearly describes 
secondary information related to the being displayed to the user; column 16, lines 
43-54; Ahmad describes that the user can select different segments to be 
viewed; upon selecting a different segment, new information will be displayed 
such as shading the new currently viewed program window and shading the 
already viewed segment with a different color - this information would not 
correspond to the second video program signal) 

Ahmad does not disclose broadcasting information corresponding to a 
link, said link being associated with a banner so that a viewer can click on said 
banner. 

Reynolds does describe broadcasting of an interactive advertisement 
banner (Figure 9a and 9b, item 910) and column 16, lines 47-67; Reynolds 
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illustrates and describes an interactive advertisement banner in which a viewer 
can click on in order to order a product). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to add the feature as taught by Reynolds to display banner 
advertisements to the system of Ahmad that displays information about a 
program in a separate window region. The advantage would have been the 
ability of the user to order products associated with his interests. 

With regard to claims 12-13, Ahmad, in view of Reynolds discloses the 
method of claim 11 in that they disclose providing additional signal information 
representative of the first video program to be displayed. As described, Ahmad 
provides metadata information such as program description and running time to 
the user. Reynolds further teaches sending program guide information to the 
user in a portion of the video signal not normally containing visual information, 
such as the blanking interval (as specified in claim 13) (column 9, lines 13-25; 
Reynolds describes sending the program guide information to the user via the 
vertical blanking interval). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to include the feature of sending metadata information such as program 
guide information in the blanking interval as taught by Reynolds to the system of 
displaying information related to a program as taught by Ahmad in view of 
Reynolds. The advantage would have been to send additional information in this 
available space as is well-known in the art. 
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With regard to claim 14, Ahmad, in view of Reynolds discloses the method 
of claim 1 1 in that they disclose displaying segments to a user. Ahmad further 
teaches that the segments can be television commercials (column 16, lines 31- 
35; Ahmad specifically describes that the segments may be an advertisement 
segment that is separated from another segment, for example a news story). 

9. Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ahmad 
in view of Reynolds in further view of Alonso. 

With regard to claim 16, Ahmad, in view of Reynolds, teaches the method 
of claim 1 1 in that they teach broadcasting information pertaining to a link (see 
claim 1 1 rejection). They fail to teach that the link is to a web page. 

Alonso does describe a window region of a display screen that displays a 
menu of hypertext links that invokes web pages upon request (column 4, line 64 
- column 5, line 15; Alonso specifically discloses an embodiment in which a user 
displays a menu of links, that are used to request a www page). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to add the feature of Alonso of webpage access via a link to the system 
of Ahmad, in view of Reynolds, that displays information about a video program. 
The advantage would have been to allow the user access via a link to the system 
of Ahmad that displays information about a video program. The advantage 
would have been to allow the user access to the internet in order to see desired 
content related to a show he is watching. 
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the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
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